
 
 
 
 

October 28, 2014 
LGSEC Greenhouse Gas/Cap and Trade Policy Committee 

Minutes 
 
Participants 
Jody London  
Sabrina Bornstein 
Alejandra Tellez 
Angie Hacker 
 
Funding Opportunities 
The group discussed possible sources of funding for local government energy projects that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  For the past several years, the emphasis from the State has 
been on transit-oriented development.   
 
Committee members are interested in more flexibility in the uses for grant funds.  It is resource 
intensive to pursue grants, with no guarantee of receiving funds. Some options include: 

 Recognizing that communities are moving on climate action at different paces. 
Recognize that not all are “shovel ready.” 

 Consider a different model for allocating funds that focuses on getting broader 
participation from local governments for climate action work, and provides resources 
for implementation so that government entities can leverage work performed by 
similarly situated governments.  One example is how a community addresses capped 
entities within the local government climate action plan.  

 Aggregate what local governments are pursuing in climate action plans.  Look at 
identified opportunities, expected returns.  Then present these findings as opportunities 
to reduce GHG emissions available to the State.  Not sure if this inventory exists already. 
If not, could perhaps be developed by Climate Corps?  ICLEI?  

 
The group also discussed the value of visiting with CARB staff to identify upcoming 
opportunities to re-insert local governments.  Having a status report on local government 
potential would be useful in this type of meeting.    
 
Local Government Brand 
 
The group discussed the value in a new campaign that would rebrand local governments to 
showcase best accomplishments. It appears that in many venues local governments are being 
de-valued and discredited.  We further discussed a report or similar publication that showcases 
local government achievements, and highlights opportunities, with the target being policy 
makers.  



 
Ongoing Role for the Committee 
 
The Committee appreciates the LGSEC to help stay informed, keep touch with what is going on.  
The group would like to keep the monthly calls, if only as a way to compare notes and take 
steps toward thinking outside the CPUC box.   
 
Some would offer this committee as a vehicle to focus on longer term effort to re-brand and re-
message about local governments, our accomplishments and opportunities.     
 
To Do 
 
Committee members should report back on what information they have, or that exists 
elsewhere, regarding local government climate action activities.   
 
Next Meeting 
Tuesday, November 25, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.  
Dial-in Number: (605) 475-3200 
Access Code: 1017106 


