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� Mission

� Catalyze widespread and 
sustained demand for high-
performing buildings

� How we work

� Advancing policies and business 
practices that enable people to 
build and operate healthy, high-
performing buildings

About The Institute for Market 
Transformation (IMT)
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� Why Building Performance?

� Introduction to Building 
Performance Standards

� BPS Around the US

Agenda
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Why look at building performance?



Why regulate existing buildings?



What is a Building Performance Standard?
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Building Performance Policy Landscape

Type Description

Building Codes � Sets standards for building design and construction for primarily new 
buildings and major renovations

Benchmarking and 
Transparency 

� Requires owners to report their annual energy performance to the 
government which publishes a subset of that info for the public

Audit Requirement � Requires owners to conduct an energy audit identifying opportunities to 
improve building performance

Tune-up Requirement � Requires owners to identify and correct operational inefficiencies through 
low- and no-cost repairs and adjustments

Building Performance 
Standard

� Requires buildings to meet a minimum threshold of performance

Types of Building Performance Policy



� The most powerful tool to improve 
the performance of existing 
buildings

� Minimum performance requirements 
for buildings expressed in objective 
numeric metrics
(e.g. x kBTU/year/sq. ft.)

� Applies to buildings over a certain 
size

� Date certain performance deadlines

� Different from and a complement to 
building codes

What is a Building 
Performance Standard?
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What makes BPS Different?

99

Drives Private 
Value, Creating 
Investment in 

Private 
Buildings

Provides 
Comprehensive 

Approach to 
Performance

Sends Long-
Term Signal

Yields Deep 
Retrofits at 

Scale

Balances 
Flexibility and 

Immediate 
Action

Requires 
Improvement 

Across a Wide 
Range of 
Buildings



BPS Around the United States
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IMT Model Ordinance

� Compatible with any metric 
except ENERGY STAR 
Score

� Sets final, long-term 
standards for each bldg type

� Bldgs have individual 
trajectory with interim 
standards

� Custom compliance path

Denver BPS

� Comm��0)����������VI

� Metric: Site EUI

� Performance, 
prescriptive, and custom 
compliance paths

Montgomery County, MD 
(pending)

� Comm, MF ��25,000 sf

� Metric: Site EUI

� Performance and 
custom compliance 
paths

Newest BPS Type: Trajectory Approach
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BPS Trajectory Approach Example: 
Final and Interim Standards



BPS: A Platform for Building Regulation
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Inclusiveness 
+ Equity

Resilience + 
Public Health

Grid Reliability + 
Flexibility

Decarbonization
+ Electrification

Utility Bill 
Affordability

BPS



Cliff Majersik
Senior Advisor
cliff@imt.org
Twitter: @IMTCliff

For more info: www.imt.org/bps
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